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RESEARCH NOTE: 

African Americans Rank Last in 

Economic Well-Being in Florida   
 

 

 

 

 A newly released analysis finds that 

Florida’s black residents have the worst 

economic outcomes relative to other racial 

& ethnic groups in the state. Florida’s black 

population ranks in last place for dozens of 

measures of economic well-being. They 

also have the largest groups of people 

suffering economic challenges, including 

people in poverty and in prison.   
 

These are two of the insights to come from the 

analysis, titled QUICK BRIEF: A Case for Inclusive 

Growth in Florida, which released in March 2019.  

 

The brief spotlights some of the research guiding 

the new AdvancingFlorida initiative, which is an 

emerging plan to accelerate economic growth for 

Florida’s racial & ethnic minorities.  

 

Though AdvancingFlorida focuses on all minority 

groups that suffer economic gaps, black 

community leaders should take note of the extra 

imperative for their race. The data paint a clear 

picture of the pronounced need for new 

approaches to economic progress.  

 

The following pages offer a snapshot of recent 

findings. For more details, click here to 

download the Case for Inclusive Growth.  

 

 

 

March 2019 

Analysis by Urban Market 

Analytics for 

AdvancingFlorida  

https://onecommunitystpete.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/quick-brief-a-case-for-inclusive-growth-in-florida-march-2019.pdf
https://onecommunitystpete.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/quick-brief-a-case-for-inclusive-growth-in-florida-march-2019.pdf
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Blacks Rank in Last Place  

The QUICK BRIEF features nearly two dozen metrics 

for race & ethnic groups in Florida. Almost across the 

board, blacks are in last place, including having the… 

 

• Lowest earnings and income levels  

• Lowest homeownership rates and home values 

• Lowest rate of mortgage-free homeownership 

• Lowest employment levels  

• Lowest rates of entrepreneurship  

 

The disparity can be seen in measures such as Per 

Capita Income (i.e., average income per person). 

Black Floridians’ have the lowest average income 

($17,901) and suffer the highest income inequality 

ratio in Florida (whites’ income is 1.99 times higher).  

  

 
 

Blacks Have Largest Deficits  

In measuring minorities’ prevalence in economically 

challenged groups, the QUICK BRIEF finds that 

blacks have bigger deficits, such as the…  

 

• Highest poverty rates  

• Largest group behind bars/in prison  

• Largest unemployed population  

• Largest population of low-wage workers  

• Largest “welfare” population  

 

Poverty presents an example of the disparities. Black 

children’s poverty rate is 2.6 times higher than white 

children’s. Black adults’ poverty rate is 2 times higher. 

Notice in the next graph that over one-third of black 

children in Florida are in poverty (35%). The orange 

dot shows that children are 38% of Florida’s black 

poverty population, a higher share than children 

claim in other race & ethnic groups.  
 

 
 

Surprising Facts on Black Florida  

Recent analyses elevates data that may be surprising 

to some. Here are two examples.  
 

One, African Americans are the only minority group 

in Florida whose women dominate in the workforce; 

women were 54% of the black employed workforce 

in 2017. The Asian workforce is equally male and 

female (50-50), while Native Americans, Latinx and 

whites all have more men than women working. 

 

 
 

Two, black Floridians suffer one of the highest 

income inequality ratios in the U.S. (Florida ranks #6 

among the 50 states for highest white-black income 

inequality ratio). Black Floridians have lower average 

incomes than their peers in 39 other states (Florida 

ranks #40 for blacks’ average income). This is in 

sharp contrast to Latinx in Florida, who rank 8 for 

highest income levels. 
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Florida’s Black Residents Rank Last or Second-to-Last in  

21 Measures of Economic Well-Being [2017 Census Data] 

 

 African Americans have the worst 

economic status for 19 of the 21 economic 

metrics in the table below (red squares in 

“Rank” column); and the second worst status 

for two of the metrics (orange squares).  
 

Though African Americans in Florida have achieved 

big gains in education, their gains are only 

beginning to show up in the labor market, while 

stubborn racial gaps remain in many other facets of 

life. For example, African Americans experienced the 

largest losses in home ownership in the wake of the 

recent Great Recession, and now have the largest 

group of “housing cost burdened” families.  

 

 
 

 

Employment Rank Black Native Latinx Asian White All 

Unemployment  ◼ 11.8% 11.8% 6.9% 5.2% 6.0% 7.2% 

Employment Rate* ◼ 62% 57% 69% 67% 68% 67% 

Women’s Share of Employed ◼ 54% 44% 45% 50% 47% 48% 

Median Earnings  ◼ $24,393 $24,526 $25,169 $31,785 $33,604 $29,386 

Average Family Income ◼ $52,700 $60,988 $62,490 $97,498 $90,889 $79,510 

Per Capita Income  ◼ $17,901 $22,993 $20,748 $31,415 $35,711 $28,774 

Entrepreneurship  Rank Black Native Latinx Asian White All 

Average Revenue/Firm ◼ $49,024 Not Avail $163,016 $337,695 $472,394+ $793,096^^ 

Firms with Paid Workers ◼ 4% 11% 9.9% 26% 25% 19%^^ 

Average Paid Workers  ◼ 0.3 Not Avail 0.6 1.7 2.3 3.2^^ 

Average Payroll/Worker ◼ $27,609 $34,519 $32,927 $28,180 $37,583+ $43,531^^ 

Housing/Wealth  Rank Black Native Latinx Asian White All 

Homeownership Rate  ◼ 45% 58% 52% 69% 73% 65% 

➔Change in Rate since 2000 ◼ -5.8% +0.2% -4.8% +7.5% -2.9% -5.3% 

Home Value** ◼ $121,900 $125,600 $160,000 $197,800 $162,600 $159,000 

Homes with Mortgages ◼ 73% 62% 70% 66% 56% 60% 

Housing Cost Burdened^^ ◼ 54% 43% 52% 36% 34% 40% 

Renters (as % of Households) ◼ 55% 42% 48% 31% 27% 35% 

Poverty/Welfare/Prison  Rank Black Native Latinx Asian White All 

Children’s Poverty Rate  ◼ 35% 25% 27% 13% 14% 22% 

Adult Poverty Rate  ◼ 21% 19% 18% 13% 10% 14% 

Food Stamp Recipients# ◼ 27% 16% 24% 7.4% 7.5% 14% 

Men in Prison++  ◼ 3.9% Not Avail 0.6% Not Avail 0.8% 1.2% 

Women in Prison  ◼ 0.2% Not Avail 0.2% Not Avail 0.1% 0.1% 

◼ Blacks rank last in Florida ◼ Blacks rank second-to-last in Florida  

*Employment-to-Population Ratio +Inflation Adjusted 2012 to 2018 ^All firms, including firms not classifiable by race **Of 

Owned Homes #Share of Households Receiving Food Stamps ^^Pay 30% or more of income on housing costs +Non-

Minority-Owned Firms ++In Florida State Prisons (Native & Asian not tallied in source report).

For more details, click this link for a copy of 

QUICK BRIEF – A Case for Inclusive Growth in 

Florida.   

https://onecommunitystpete.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/quick-brief-a-case-for-inclusive-growth-in-florida-march-2019.pdf
https://onecommunitystpete.files.wordpress.com/2019/03/quick-brief-a-case-for-inclusive-growth-in-florida-march-2019.pdf

