
Introduction:  
Sankofa on the Deuces, A Mixed-
Format Commercial Facility on the 
Historic 22nd Street South   
 

Summary of the who, what, and where of an incredible new development on “The Deuces” 
in St. Petersburg, Florida 

 
 

A Strategic Time & Place 
 

Unprecedented Growth 
Happening on the Deuces  
The Deuces Live association has declared 2022 the 
“Year of the Deuces!” And rightly so. The historic 
22nd Street South (aka, the Deuces) was once a 
thriving “Main Street” of St. Petersburg’s African 
American community. Today, on the eve of the 
corridor’s centennial, the Deuces is experiencing 
unprecedented growth.   

Not since the mid-1920s (when the Deuces was 
born) have there been so many projects unfolding 
on the corridor. Seven commercial facilities were 
built along 22nd Street South in the 1920s. Today, 
Sankofa on the Deuces is one of ten development 
projects underway there.  

Together, these projects will bring 180,000 SF of 
commercial space and 420 new or revitalized 
housing units to a 13-block stretch of the corridor.  

Historic Partnership  
Through a first of its kind partnership, the City of St. 
Petersburg and the Sankofa Group are collabo-

rating to co-develop a transformative three-part 
project on the Deuces. The project entails:  

▪ Housing: New construction of the Deuces Rising 
townhomes to be affordably sold to families 
below 120% of Area Median Income.  

▪ Commercial: New construction of Sankofa on the 
Deuces, a 40,000 SF two-building, two-story 
business facility.  

▪ Funding: A new development fund providing 
below-market loans and equity to projects on the 
Deuces, 16th Street, MLK Street and elsewhere.   

The partnership is one element of the City’s Deuces 
Rising plan and the community-led IGNITE Deuces 
plan for the end-to-end revitalization of the Deuces.  

Strategic Location  
Sankofa on the Deuces will be developed on a 
vacant 2.8-acre assemblage, owned by the City, at 
621, 625, 631 & 641 on 22nd Street South in St. 
Petersburg, Florida. The location is diagonally 
across the street from the Historic Manhattan Casino 
and immediately north of the planned home of a 



world-class Dr. Carter G. Woodson African 
American Museum. 

 

The project site is in the heart of the Warehouse Arts 
District’s ArtsExchange. It is located four blocks east 
of the popular artist collaborative space known as 
The Factory, which opened in 2020 offering an 
immersive art & technology experience for visitors.  

The project site is also seven blocks west of the 86-
acre Tropicana Field Redevelopment project, slated 
to bring 6,000 to 8,000 new households to the 
community, over the next decade.  

Synergies with Special Plans 
The project is situated at a nexus of special area 
plans that are driving growth in the area. Several 
plans and designations open the door to resource 
opportunities for businesses locating at Sankofa on 
the Deuces.  

These include access to business grants from the 
South St. Petersburg CRA, contract opportunities, 
business capital programs, and other. The site  is 
within the target areas of:  

▪ The Deuces Live & Warehouse Arts District 
Action Plan 

▪ The City of St. Petersburg Deuces Rising Plan  
▪ The South St. Pete Community Redevelopment 

Area (CRA) Community Plan  

The site is also in a New Markets Tax Credit census 
tract and a U.S. SBA-designated HubZone. 

Space Formats & Amenities  
Sankofa on the Deuces will feature 30,000 to 35,000 
SF of space in trending formats to help more 
community entrepreneurs affordably lease  and use 
professional spaces.  

The two-building, two-story facility will house 60 
traditionally-sized and micro lease spaces for 
retail, office, food, and entertainment venues, plus 
coworking spaces. An on-site digital & creative 
tech incubator will help bridge start-ups into the 
city’s emerging equity and venture capital pipeline. 

Traditional space sizes will range from 500 SF to 
4,000 SF, and micro spaces from 64 SF to 300 SF.  

On-site amenities will include smart tech meeting 
and training rooms; a mini office supply store; 
locked mailboxes; and a kitchen with a coffee-
beverage bar and concessions.  

Supportive technology will include high-speed Wi-
Fi, printers, copiers, scanners and 3D Printers, an 
on-line space reservation tool, and access to free & 
discounted business software.  

The Sankofa Group is also working toward the 
possibility of on-site childcare and banking and 
financial capacity-building services.  

Tahisia Scantling, MSA, 
Commercial Broker  
Right Turn Realty, LLC  
800-867-5503 
Tahisia@rturnrealty.com 
www.rturnrealty.com 
 

For More Detail: 

Sankofa Group Member Organizations: 

mailto:Tahisia@rturnrealty.com
http://www.rturnrealty.com/

